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A STUDY ON THE GEOGRAPHICAL AND AGE FACTORS
IN THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SURVEY

Yutaka INABA
(Department of Hygiene, University of Tokyo)
Hirofumi TAKAGI, Haruo YANALI, Junko K. MATSUBARA
(Department of Epidemiology, University of Tokyo)

Numerous epidemiological studies have been focused mainly on the single disease. While, investigations
on the ten diseases were performed simultaneously, by collecting large scale of epidemiological as well as clinical
data, in order to elucidate the epidemiological similarity or dissimilarity among them and thus aimed at bringing
the unknown cause of each disease to the light. The data of epidemiological surveillance on the ten spesific diseases
which were appointed by Ministry of Health and Welfare in 1972, were computorized and the factor analysis
concerning the geographical and age factors was carried out.

As a result, the ten diseases were divided into two groups roughly, Behcet disease, myasthenia gravis,
systemic lupus erythematodes, multiple sclerosis and sarcoidosis came into one group, while aplastic anemia,
fulminant hepatitis, chronic hepatitis and liver cirrhosis came into another group and S.M.O.N. stood at the
intermidiate situation. The former group of the diseases showed higher prevalence in yonger age who were residing
in northern districts in Japan and they were suspected to be related to the immunological disorders as autoimmune
diseases. On the contrary, the latter showed higher prevalence in older people living in southern and western parts
and in this group, some extrinsic factors, e.g. drugs, viruses etc., were suspected to have some relation to their

etiology.



